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SUBJECT: REACTION TO CARTER BEGIN TALKS 

SUMMARY. PRESS MARCH 23 PORTRAYS BEGIN-CARTER TALKS 
AS "CONFRONTATION". CARTER REPORTEDLY SAID TALKS WERE 
"DETAILED AND FRANK" AND THAT "PEACE IS REMOTE". PAPERS 
ALSO REPORTED BEGIN S "STORMY" MEETING WITH CONGRESSIONAL 
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COMMITTEE. AMERICAN-ISRAELI SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 
CHARACTERIZED AS IN "CRISIS". EDITORIALS CALL TALKS 
"TEST OF STRENGTH". NOTE ISRAELI- AMERICAN DIFFERENCES, 

AND CONCLUDE CARTER HAS BEEN FIRM. MFA OFFICIALS NOT 
DISAPPOINTED, BUT ARE ASKING "WHAT NOW?" END SUMMARY. 

1. ATMOSPHERICS. HEADLINES IN AHRAM AND GUMHURIYYA 
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PORTRAY TALKS AS "CONFRONTATION" AND DECLARE BEGIN HAD 
"STORMY" SESSIONS WITH CONGRESS. AHRAM CARTOON FEATURES 
BEGIN, SEATED IN HIGHCHAIR, BEING FED BY STERN CARTER 
FROM BOWL MARKED "242" WITH BEGIN SAYING "I DON'T LIKE 
IT ... I CAN'T STOMACH IT." GUMHURIYYA 
REPORTED CARTER LOOKED "TENSE AND DEJECTED." 

2. TALKS. AKHBAR DESCRIBED TALKS AS "TOUGHEST NEGOTIA- 
TIONS" EVER BETWEEN AN ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER AND AMERICAN 
PRESIDENT, IN PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER MEETING, CARTER 
REPORTEDLY CHARACTERIZED TALKS AS "DETAILED AND FRANK". 
CARTER REAFFIRMED NECESSITY OF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM 
ALL FRONTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 242 AND SAID ISRAEL'S GREAT 
MILITARY STRENGTH WOULD NOT PERMIT HER TO ENJOY SECURITY 
EXCEPT WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF COMPREHENSIVE PEACE. (COMMENT: 
USIS PUTTING OUT AS PRESS RELEASE FULL TEXT OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE STATEMENTS.) PAPERS SAY 
BEGIN HAD "STORMY" FOUR-HOUR MEETING WITH INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE DURING WHICH HE WAS SHARPLY QUESTIONED 
AND CRITICIZED. U.S.-ISRAELI SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP NOW 

IN "CRISIS", NOT MERELY IN STATE OF "TEMPORARY TENSION". 

ONE STORY NOTED EVANS AND NOVAK COLUMN WHICH SAID CARTER 
MAY TAKE MEASURES AGAINST ISRAEL INCLUDING EMBARGO ON 
ARMS DELIVERIES. 

3. EDITORIALS. AHRAM ("SHOW OF STRENGTH IN WASHINGTON") 
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CHARACTERIZED BEGIN-CARTER TALKS AS "TEST OF STRENGTH" 

AND SAID THERE IS NEED FOR DECISIVE U.S. STAND. AKHBAR 
("MENACHEM BEGIN FACING THE STORM") NOTED BEGIN'S CON- 
FLICT WITH BOTH CARTER AND CONGRESS AND THAT CARTER WAS 
"VERY FIRM". HIGHLIGHTING DIFFERENCES, EDITORIAL SAYS 
BEGIN MUST EITHER CHOOSE BETWEEN REMAINING INTRANSIGENT 
AND BRINGING ABOUT HIS OWN DOWNFALL OR MUST BOW TO 
JUSTICE AND REALIZE PACE. EDITORIAL DESPAIRED OF BEGIN 
CHOOSING LATTER COURSE. GUMHURIYYA REVIEWED ISRAEL'S 
OBJECTIONABLE STANCE AND SAID AMERICAN PRESSURE MUST 
CHANGE BEGIN OR CONFRONTATION WITH U.S. WILL CONTINUE. 

4. REACTION OF MFA DIRECTOR-LEVEL OFFICIALS MARCH 23 
WAS CALM. THEY HAD BEEN TOLD BY EGYPTIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON NOT TO EXPECT DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENTS. THEY 
WERE PLEASED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD APPARENTLY RE- 
MAINED FIRM ON KEY ISSUES AND NOT PERMITTED BEGIN TO 
SIDETRACK DISCUSSIONS ON TO LEBANON. AT SAME TIME THEY 
ARE DEEPLY APPREHENSIVE ABOUT FUTURE AND WHAT STEPS U.S. 

WILL TAKE TO RESTORE MOMENTUM TO PEACE PROCESS. EILTS 
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